Chapter Tint
SCHOOLDAYS IN ORLEANS

For the next ten years Aline-Marie Gauguin and her children
continued to live in Orleans* Isidore Gauguin, her brother-in-
law, became the dominant male influence in Paul's life, He
was called Uncle Zizi by the children and was a little man*
Paul who, until the family's return from Peru, had spoken only
Spanish, was faced at the beginning with the task of learning
French. At the same time the independence of his character
began to show itself* His first recorded words were those that
he addressed to this favourite Uncle Zizi who, on seeing him
stamping in the garden and throwing sand in every direction,
enquired the purpose of his behaviour* Paul Gauguin, in spite
of his eight years, replied that "Baby is naughty!" He had
already felt it necessary to demonstrate that he was conscious
of his will and that he wished others, at the same time, to be
aware of it* As a contrast he also showed signs of the great
patience that was so marked a characteristic of his life and such
a necessity to him* He was seen by his mother sitting motion-
less and apparently enraptured under a walnut-tree that
together with a fig-tree grew in a corner of the same garden*
His reply to a query as to what he could be doing was that he
was waiting for the nuts to fall* The season of the year has
not been recorded*
The independence, that had caused him as a still younger
child to run away from his mother's house in Lima in search
of sugar-cane, grew also* One day when he was nine he found
a picture in a book that represented a man setting out to seek
his fortune, a stick on his shoulder and a few possessions hang-
ing from it tied in a cloth, Paul disappeared and was later found
in the neighbouring forest of Bondy, carrying a stick in
the same manner with a handkerchief containing sand* It
was the butcher who found him and who brought him back to
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